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From Mrs May 

Yesterday, I showed a potential family around school. We went into the UKS2 classroom and the 

children told them all the wonderful things we do and reasons why they should choose Longwood 

for their children. Someone started telling them about the McMillan coffee morning and Freya said, 

“You are very welcome to come along!” Then we went into LKS2 and Dominic walked straight up to 

them and shook their hands. They were very impressed. The potential family signed up at the end of 

the tour and left their child in school for the rest of the day. When I told FS that they have a new boy 

in their class, they all cheered. Needless to say, the new family feel very welcome. All of this made 

me very proud. 

At our staff INSET day at the beginning of term, we looked at Mindfulness and the importance of 

looking after the children’s well-being (and our own!) We looked at some different techniques 

suitable to practise in school and decided to take some on board. In particular, we liked the Tibetan 

singing bowls and the creation of an instant atmosphere of peace and concentration. The idea is that 

the bowl “sings” to signify the beginning of a mindfulness session and the end of one. The ring lasts 

for an extended period of time, during which the children must keep listening and refrain from doing 

anything else. We hope that the children will learn in time how to keep themselves calm and clear 

their minds at times of stress or anxiety. We have bought a bowl for each classroom and the 

teachers have begun to use them with the children. 

 

       

 

The singing bowls were bought out of proceeds from our summer fete and we are grateful to be able 

to buy extras for the school. We have also used some of the fete money to buy a new set of cups and 

saucers for use at events, such as the McMillan coffee morning. Which leads me nicely into… 
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The McMillan coffee morning – Thank you to everyone who attended, bought some cake or donated 

something for us to sell. Special thanks to the Year 6 class for helping to serve cakes and making sure 

that all our guests were happy, to Julie (Harrison’s mum) for serving the hot drinks and to Joshua, 

our Year 6 events prefect, for helping to organise the whole event and also for preparing an 

assembly yesterday to explain to everyone where the money goes. We have raised £345.70 so far, 

which is a great effort. There are leftover cakes, which will be on sale after school today. 

 

 

Thank You 

Thank you so much to Rebecca Locke (Sonny’s mum) for giving up time to come and tidy up our 

library. We are very grateful! 

 

Drop Off Routine Reminders 

 Please do not exceed 5mph in the Longwood carpark.  

 Please observe our one-way system. 

 Please do not stop to let your child out of the car in the middle of the carpark. Such action 

blocks the way for other parents. You may drop off in the yellow hatched area only. 

 Please do not park in the yellow hatched area. This is reserved for emergency vehicles. 

 All school children are to enter through the playground gate if it is open. Please do not use 

the main entrance at such times. 

These rules are to keep our children safe and to be considerate to each other. Thank you for your 

cooperation. 

 

Watford Observer – My First Days 

Our reception class will feature in this popular supplement. Please note that a picture of the whole 

class (FS) will be printed in the Watford Observer on Friday 4th October.  
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UKS2 Trip (by Nusaybah) 

On Monday, we went to Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre. The school trip was amazing because we got 

to see behind the scenes and how the theatre was built. I learnt that the Globe was built the same 

way as it was originally built in Tudor times. After lunch, we were archaeologists and searched for 

lost artefacts along the river Thames. We found pottery, tiles, animal bones and old metal nails 

dating back to Tudor times. We then got into fours and sorted all the artefacts into groups. This was 

UKS2’s first school trip of the year and I’m looking forward to some more. 

          

 

Congratulations 

UKS2 children were tasked with drawing a map of the fictional street where their reading book is set. 

Freya decided to make a 3D map and spent a large part of her weekend doing so. She drew the cul 

de sac, made individual houses for the residents, labelled all the houses and even added little cars. It 

was creative and clever. Well done, Freya. 

Aman (LKS2) was sent to me to be acknowledged for his incredible kindness this week. Instead of 

taking his playtime, he chose to stay in the classroom and help one of his friends who was having 

difficulties with a piece of maths work. What a star you are, Aman! Thank you. 

 

Attachments To The Newsletter 

 FoL Quiz Poster 

 FoL Quiz Form 
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  Friends of Longwood Update 

Welcome from Friends of Longwood (FoL) to our new look page! FoL are a 

group of parents that raise money for events and do the extra bits that make 

the school a tight-knit community. 

Latest news: 

Are you aware that nearly every year group has a brilliant 

class rep? See the photos below to see who your class rep is! We do still 

need to fill the role of class rep for FW. The role is to communicate 

any messages from Mrs May or FoL to the class parents. Please 

email fol@longwoodschool.co.uk if you would like to join the class 

rep team or speak to Mrs May.  

FoL needs you! Please join the FoL Facebook page where all 

our fun school events are advertised. It's also a forum for you to 

share any ideas for events with other parents. Just search for Friends 

of Longwood and request to join the group! 

Upcoming events - It is not long until our next 

event…Quiz night! It’s on Friday 11th October from 7pm – 9pm. It’s 

going to be a fun night and we would love for you to come! Full 

details are attached to the newsletter. The easiest way to sign up is 

online via this link: https://forms.gle/8nguQsGVb1Ln6MBo6                           

See you there! 

 

Longwood FoL Class Reps 

 

 

 

 

 FT - Kapila FW  FS - Lucinda Y1/Y2 - Priya Y3 -Julie Y4 - Yogi Y6 - Tracy Y5 - Hala 

mailto:fol@longwoodschool.co.uk
https://forms.gle/8nguQsGVb1Ln6MBo6
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Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Wednesday 2nd 
Oct 

Morning Individual portrait 
photos – school and 
nursery children 

The photographer will take 
individual and family 
photos. If your child does 
not normally attend on a 
Wednesday, you may pop in 
for a photo. Please ask at 
the office for times. 

Thursday 10th Oct 7-9pm in the school 
hall 

Creative Play Lecture, 
led by Ben Kingston-
Hughes 

Nursery and school parents 
are all warmly invited / 
encouraged to attend. 

 
We are very fortunate to have managed to book such a busy, successful expert in child 
development. Ben is coming to talk to us about the role of play and creativity and its importance 
in your child’s life. You will hear vital information which will contribute to your child’s well-being. 
This is a perfect opportunity for you to work in partnership with Longwood to help make your 
child’s education as successful and productive as possible. Ben is a national award winning 
speaker and has appeared on Channel 4. His website is http://www.inspiredchildren.org.uk/. We 
are offering this talk at no cost to parents. There might even be some cake! 

Friday 11th Oct During the school day FS, KS1, LKS2 & UKS2 
trip to Lee Valley for 
a Mindfulness and 
Natural Art Day 

We will be travelling by 
coach. Leaving school at 
9am. Children require a 
packed lunch and full school 
uniform. Cost - £15. 

Friday 11th Oct 7pm in the school hall FoL Quiz Night More details to follow 

    
 

Friday 18th Oct 9.15am, St James’ 
Parish Church, Bushey 

Harvest Festival, 
followed by tea and 
cakes 

All FS, KS1 and KS2 family 
and friends welcome to 
attend 

Monday 11th Nov During the school day KS1 trip to the 
Hitchin Museum 

Travelling by coach. 
Children require a packed 
lunch and full school 
uniform. Cost - £22. 

Wednesday 13th 
Nov 

7pm in the French 
room 

FoL meeting inc AGM All parents welcome 

Wednesday 20th 
Nov 

During the school day LKS2 visit to Celtic 
Harmony 
(Brickendon) for a 
Boudicca Warrior Day 

Travel by coach. Packed 
lunch required and full 
school uniform. Cost £35. 

Friday 29th Nov 5.45pm Mini movie night For FS children. Parent 
volunteers needed. 

http://www.inspiredchildren.org.uk/
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 29th Nov 7pm Main movie night For Year 1-6 children. 
Parent volunteers needed. 

Thursday 5th Dec 2pm in the school hall FT & FW Nativity All parents welcome. 

Monday 9th Dec 2pm in the school hall FS & KS1 Christmas 
Show 

All parents welcome. 

Wednesday 11th 
Dec 

During the school day FS, KS1, LKS2 & UKS2 
trip to the 
Pantomime at 
Watford Palace 
Theatre 

Travel will be by coach. We 
will get back to school in 
time for a late lunch. Full 
school uniform is required. 
The cost is £16. 

Thursday 23rd Jan 

 

3-5pm in the school 
hall 

EYFS creativity 
workshop for parents 

Sign up at reception or 
email 
info@longwoodschool.co.uk 

Nursery, preschool and reception parents are all invited to come and learn how to help your child 
to develop their creativity. This workshop will be a mixture of theory and practical activities, so 
come ready to get involved. 

Friday 7th Feb 7pm in the school hall Bingo Open to all families. Please 
come along, have fun and 
support your FoL. 

Friday 20th March 5.45pm Mini movie night For FS children. Parent 
volunteers needed. 

Friday 20th March 7pm Main movie night For Year 1-6 children. 
Parent volunteers needed. 

 


